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BOOK REVIEWS 245 

Les Deux Conferences de la Paix, 1899 et 1907. Becueil des Textes 
arretes par ces Conferences et de differents Documents complemen- 
taires. With prefatory note. By Louis Renault, Member of the 
Institute, Professor of the Law Faculty of the University of Paris and 
in the School of Political Sciences, delegate from Prance to both of 
the conferences. Arthur Rousseau, 14 Rue Soufflot, Paris, publisher. 
1908. pp. 219. 

It is peculiarly appropriate that M. Louis Renault should edit for the 
student, general reader, and man of affairs the various texts of the two 
Hague conferences, for tradition credits him with a large share in the 
preparation of the documents formulated by the First Hague Conference, 
and it is within the personal knowledge of the reviewer that every text 
adopted by the Second Conference passed under his critical eye, and 
that not only was each text revised by his hand, but that many of the 
texts as well as the felicitous preambles were conceived in his own busy 
brain. M. Bourgeois paid him no idle compliment when he publicly pro- 
claimed him the " Redacteur-en-chef de la Conference." 

The aim, purpose, and scope of the little volume are so clearly set 
forth by M. Renault in the prefactory note that it would be ungracious 
not to yield the floor to him. In translated form it is as follows : 

For use in teaching, I have thought it necessary to gather together the texts 
adopted by the two peace conferences, as well as the circulars which preceded 
them. I have added to them the documents which are naturally associated with 
the work of The Hague, such as the Declaration of Paris, 1856, the Declaration 
of St. Petersburg, the conventions of Geneva. The collection forms the beginning, 
and no negligible beginning, of the great work of codifying public international 
law, undertaken at Paris half a century ago, and which, I do not doubt, will be 
continued with determination. Doubtless all the acts here brought together are 
not, at present, expressly accepted by all the states of the world. It can be said 
that certain countries, for various reasons, have not yet adhered to the Declara- 
tion of Paris, although it has the approval given by lapse of time. The powers 
represented at the last conference have not all signed as yet the conventions 
which they helped to make; several have wished to profit by the long interval 
allowed for signature. That has only a passing interest. From the point of 
view which I take — that is, from the scientific and also political point of 
view — the work of The Hague, taken as a whole, is henceforth the firm basis 
of theoretical and practical international law, that is why I have thought it 
useful to make it easily accessible, not only to students, but to all those who 
are interested in well-regulated international relations. 

The documents at the conclusion of this little volume are of only historic 
interest; for one, "The instructions of the United States," concerns one country 
only, and the other, " The project of Brussels of 1874," has never been approved 
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by the powers. They have, nevertheless, great importance. The great service 
which the United States has rendered to the world in initiating a careful regu- 
lation of the customs of land warfare must be recognized. The Brussels Con- 
ference did not arrive at any immediate result, but it rendered easy the work 
of codification which the First Peace Conference was able to consummate. It 
is not uninteresting to compare the solutions given in these various documents. 

I have decided to limit myself to texts of an official character; otherwise I 
would have added the excellent little Manual of the Laws of War, prepared in 
1880 by the Institute of International Law, and founded upon the project of 
Brussels. 

I cherish the hope that if anyone takes the trouble to study the texts col- 
lected here, which is easy and within the possibility of everyone, instead of 
glancing merely at the title of the conference, he will agree that the work done 
at The Hague by the conscientious efforts of the delegates from forty-four 
countries, if not perfect, is worth more than superficial criticism and con- 
descending irony. 

The two Russian circulars of the 12th (24th) August, 1898, and 

mO^wlriiir s ^ ow * na * the ^ ea °^ *he conference originated with 
Eussia, and the two American circulars of the 21st of October and the 
16th of December, 1904, show as conclusively that the Second Confer- 
ence originated with the President of the United States, which facts 
sufficiently and accurately appear in the preamble of the final act of the 
29th of July, 1899, and the preamble of the 18th of October, 1907. The 
little volume can not be too highly recommended, and it is hoped that a 
work of the same kind may shortly appear in English. 

James Brown Scott. 



L'Oeuvre de la deuxieme Conference de la Paix. Expose juridique et 
texte des conventions. By Antoine Ernst, Chief of Division in the 
Ministery of Justice, secretary of the second plenipotentiary of Bel- 
gium at the Second Peace Conference. Misch and Thron, Brussels; 
Marcel Biviere, Paris; 1908. pp. 175, iii. 

The purpose of this little book is entirely different from that of M. 
Renault. The latter contains the texts of the two conferences ; the former 
the text of the second. The one is prepared primarily for academic use 
and instruction; the other is meant for the public, more particularly 
the Belgium public, and aims in a brief but comprehensive introduction 
of some fifty-four pages to set forth the work actually accomplished by 
the conference. The Belgium author does not forget the r61e of Bel- 
gium, but the secretary of Mr. Van den Heuvel (the second Belgian 



